t her e
going back.




God has introduced a better covenant to replace the «
through the priestly ministry and sacrifice of Jesus is e

A Brief Summary

Spiritual laziness and persecutiog a bad
Al 1 AET AGET 18 4EAG8O xEU OiiT A AT 1 COACAZ
tion members were thinking of going back
to Judaism. But that door is shut. God
brought an end to the old covenant by
sending Jesus.

Even if the door was still open, who would
want to change the benefits of the new for
the problems of the old? The new covenant
IS better z Jesus is a better mediator, a bet-
ter priest, a better sacrifice. Through him
we have complete forgiveness of our sins, a
clearer sense of right and wrong, a fuller
knowledge of God and authorization to
come boldly to him in prayer.

So they must choose. Will they go back to
the safety of Judaism, and lose the only sac-
rifice which could make them right with
God? Or will they be faithful like so many
others in the history of humanity, and re-
ceive all that God has promised to his peo-
ple?
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What is it?

AEA O1I AOOAO O1 OEA (AAOAxO6 EO OAAIT U A O
AxAU £0i i OEA AT TCOACAOETTh AT A AT OI AT 60O
clearly designed to be read out to the congregatiopthere are many examples in the letter

of literary techniques, like alliteration, which would only be enjoyed when the letter was
read out loud.

But the sermon is not just a general essay on a topic, which may or may not be of interest
to the audience. It is a sermon designed specifically to address the dangers facing the con-
gregation (see belowz Why was it written?)

It has been turned into a letter (of sorts) by the addition of a few personal notes tacked on
to the end of the sermon (13:225).

Who wrote it? OOEAOI OEA6h xEEAE xAO
7R AT 186 ETIi x8 speaking and writing persuasively. His
Greek is the most polished in the New Tes-
Traditionally, the letter was ascribed to t@ment. L
Paul. But the Greek is too polished for Paul 5 ! ¥ A_X_S _ ) O E O_ Ol I EE/
and there is little in common with the topics Verted to Christianity after the time of Je-
i £ 0AGI 60 1 AOOAOOS -SES wRulbhaye5q toRough ¢ imawledgp ¢
early centuries and in the modern period, ©f Old Testament. N o
OAAI EUAA OEAO 0AOI ABAIGYD $BRBOA QPAALRQBEBA/
Greek as his first language. You can tell
Many other names have been thrown out when someone is writing in their second
there 7z Apollos, Luke, Priscilla. They are language. There is no trace of the influence

nothing but guesses. of Hebrew or Aramaic in his writing style.
N (A ETAx EEO /1A 4AC(
So what do we know? The author was: Greek translation. This translation, called

% 6AOU AAOAAOAAs (REA A@IABOLACKEA O&R xAO

Jewish worship outside of Palestine.
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Who was it written to?

7A ATT60 ETT x8 N 4EAU EAA EAAAA PAOO
and were now facing it again.
This much we do know: n 4EAU xAOA AT 1T OEAAOE]

% 4EA 1 AOOAO EO i AATthey ¥aH growA apAtheticGiotAverA fadefill 1
Christians (that is, a house church), not an of persecution.

individual or a small group of individuals.

K 4EAOA #EOEOOEAT O xdlA13A&4, thd authdd Sendd YreebngEflofa A Z
ity. They had once been Jewish by religign OOET OA xEI  AOA A&OIT i )
Gentiles would not be tempted to return to  have been people originally from Italy who
Judaism (see below Why was it written?).  were now with the author somewhere else.

K 4EAU 1 EOAA T &) @RI AThed Wdrelséndiyigieting back to people

the Bible in Greek, listened to their sermons they knew at home. So it is likely that the

in Greek, and their culture was Hellenistic congregation lived in Italyz possibly, in

Judaism. Rome itself.

When was it written?
7A AT 160 ET1 x8

A good guess places it around 65 A.R some 35 years after the death of Jesus. This date
tries to make sense of the persecutions discussed in Hebrews in terms of two events.

The first would be the expulsion of all Jews from Rome in 49 A.D. by the emperor Claudius.
Jewish Christians would have been caught up in this event. Hebrews refers to an earlier
persecution (10:3:84) when the congregation faced insults, violence, loss of possessions
AT A EI DPOEOT T I AT 08 "OO OEAU AEAT 60 EAAA AA
The second would be the persecution of Christians carried out by the emperor Nero in the

mid-60s. This persecution would lead to the torture and death of many Christians, including
(according to tradition) Paul and Peter.

t hereds no



Why was it written?

The congregation had grown apathetic, and persecution was on the horizon. Some had
abandoned church worship to lie low (10:25). Others were seriously considering returning
Oi *OAAEOIi 8 *OAAEOI xAO A OO 1 AOAGAAG OAI
tections and exemptions from idolatrous acts expected of all other peoples. Christianity
was not. Therefore, when persecution specifically aimed at Christians arose in the time of
Nero, some JewisKChristians considered returning to Judaism to avoid suffering.

The author writes
to warn and to en-
courage. The warn
ing: a return to Ju-
daism is spiritually
impossible. God has
cancelled the old
covenant. The sys
tem no longer oper-
ates to save those
who try to come to
God through it. The
encouragement: @
the new covenant is |
better in every way.
It is a huge improve-
ment on the old ar-
rangement. Staying

faithful might mean shortterm suffering, but the longterm gain far outweighs it.

Why is it important?

Hebrews is the only document in the New Testament which explains how the new arrange-
ment brought in by Jesus relates to (and replaces) the Old Testament system of law and
animal sacrifice.

t hereds no



A Detailed Summary man, he experienced weakness, tempta-

Nero, the mad emperor, was on the throne. tion,_suffering and death. He is the perfect
Persecution was on the horizon once again. Mediator between God and humang God,

The congregation had faced persecution Pecause he is divine; humans, because he
once before, in the days of Claudius, when livéd their life and is able to sympathize

the Jews were expelled from Rome. They With them in their weakness.

had remained faithful to Jesus through in- _ e L o
sults and violencez even though they had O3 AAT T Ah AT 1 OEAAO EEO

lost all they possessed. But fifteen years Mans need a prie.st to offer a sacrifice of
had passed, and in that time they had atonement on their behalf. The old cove-

grown lazy, careless, negligent. In view of nant had a serious problenz its priests

the danger facing them, some were waver- Kept dying! Every time a priest died, the
ing in their faith. It might just be safer if people were left without access to God. But

they went back to Judaism. Jesus lives forever, so there is no interrup-
tion to his priestly ministry on behalf of his
O4EAO x1 OI A AA &Ei i1 EBWRs OEA AOOEI O xOEOA
O4EA TAx AT OATATO EO_ 1T1x El AEEAAON OEA I
EO TAOTTAGA ATA 11 IOHEERANOAT EREASPOERQA]

go back, even if you wanted to. But why covenant, the Levitical priests sacrificed ani-
is better by far. an adequate basis for the cancellation of

the quilt of sin. Therefore, forgiveness un-
OLEOOOR AT T OEAAO OE Aler theaold eqyepangyvasjteghnicglly mnpos- A x
covenant. Jesus is greater than all the old OEAI A8 4 E~A,O~6,O xBEU O E_,A,
covenant playersz greater than the angels Never endedz A AAAOG O A O E AU AE
who brought the law to humans; greater IS _only whe_n Jesus shed hls blood in a sacri-
than Moses, the great leader who brought ficial offering that forgiveness became
Israel out of Egypt; greater than Aaron, the POSSible. His sacrifice does not need
first in the line of Levitical high priests. He © P€ repeated, because his blood is
was the divine Son, the uncreated creator SC effective that it has the power to
of everything that is. Only God the Father is atone for "?‘” the sins cor_nmﬁted N
greater than he is. Because he became a-hu the entire history of humanity.
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O0&1 OOOEh AT 1T OEAAO EEfath and dlfediende. MutGAliogO shdtAis 2
Levitical priests served in an earthly tent set equally possiblez in fact, it is likely, given

up for worship. Even that tent was divided your current lazy careless attitude!

into two compartments. The ordinary

priests carried out their duties in the outer O4 x1 BT OOEAEI EOEAO Al |
compartment. Only the high priest could go apostasyz turning your back on Jesus for

into the inner compartment, where God the safety of Judaism. You will abandon the
lived, and only once only adequate sacrifice

per year. But Jesus Ca a4 ain air AL &b Si & ever offered z the only

ries out his ministry ir (. A 4 KX A A i basis God has for can-

the heavens, in the & & % @ & '1“ § celling your debt of sin
presence of God him l\ ‘“ f-'!-; > i /{ A guilt. You should ex-

self. There is no limita = R - 4 pect to experience the

tion to his access tc "‘\ terrifying  judgement

the Father on our be which God reserves for

half. his enemies.

O4EA OAATT A E
ness. Remember your
endurance in the days
of Claudius. Remember
the heroes of the old
covenant, and how
they patiently endured
suffering while waiting

)1 0611 AD
announced a new ar
rangement. It promises
so much more thar
you enjoyed under the
old covenant z com-
plete and permanent
forgiveness of sins, al

inner principle of spiri- for a fulfilment of
tual life, and authorization to enter intothe ' I A6 O BHOT I EOA8 1T A OA
very presence of God himself. self, who also was persecuteq who suf-

fered and died because he had faith in the
O4EAOCALEI OAh EO EO A @eée afGbd. 110/EWArémain faithful, @ |
faithful. The doors of heaven are still open. they did, you will enjoy the fulfilment of
Entry is possible for those whorespondin  OEA DBOT T EOAO T £ ' 1 A86o
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Covenant

An agreement between two parties to govern their behaviour toward one another. It can
be used of relationships between humans, or of humans with God.

7EAT OOAA 1T &# A EOI AT OAlI AOET 1 OEEDPh EO AI
O0O0OAAOUG8 4UPEAAT T Uh OOAE ACOAAI AT OO xAOA
their obligations toward each other. They could be between parties of equal power (parity
treaty) or between an empire and its vassal state (suzerainty treaty).

Covenants contained the foI “9

lowing elements: ,
% AAOAOEDO* ;
tions or duties under the S
covenant —
K ! T EOO 1 £
curses i
Kk !'T T AOE :
n 4EA E|0|AA|#;,&
gods, where the parties werefges

pagan) as a witness

A ceremony would be held irfi s
which the covenant was
read, the oath was sworn, LA
and sacrificial animals would be dlsmembered The act of cutting up the animals symbol-
ized the fate of the party that broke the covenant.

The Bible uses what was originally a concept governing human relationships and applies it
to the relationship between God and humans. Covenants in the Old Testament were made
between God and Noah, Abraham and the nation of Israel. The New Testament proclaims
OEA AOAAOQGETT 1T &£ A O1Ax AT OAT A1 068
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Old covenant

Although the Old Testament contains a variety of covenants, the most important was that

governing the relationship of God and Israel. God selected Israel for a special relationship.

That relationship was governed by a covenant. Exodus-20 describes the initiation of the

covenantzitsterms (Ex.20r YQh ' 1T A3 O D OT | E @R, ,Ghe Giificaliodc@rke-A |
mony (Ex. 24) and the oath (Ex. 24:3, 7). The rest of the Old Testament law (Exodus, Leviti-
cus, Numbers) fleshes out the requirements of the covenant and the ritual which governed

worship under that covenant. Deuteronomy is a rdescription of the terms of the cove-

nant and a renewal ceremony for a later generation, some 40 years after the first cere-

mony.

Israel, of course, failed to fully keep the terms of the covenant throughout its history. As a
result, God predicted that he would establish a new covenant with Israel (Jeremiah 31:31

34) with a new priesthood (Psalm 110:4).

New covenant

The new covenant was inaugurated by the death and resurrection of Jesus. When he was

celebrating the Last Supper with his di
ciples the night before his crucifixion, hé
passed a cup of wine around the tabl
AT A OAEAh O4EEO A(C
established by my blood; it is shed fg
ui 686 j, OEA TTq4qTP(

The new covenant was not inaugurate
with a formal ceremony. Still, some o
the features of the traditional covenant
can be identifiedz the commitments of
both parties, requirements for behav
iour, blessings and curses, and a sacr
cial death. |




Levites (Levitical)
)T (AAOAxOh OEA OAOI O, AGEOGEAAI &6 EO OOAA
i ATO DPOEAOOEIT T AR OAO Obp O1T AAO OEA 1 Ax38
lected only from the tribe of Levi. This tribe served as ministers at the site of Old Testament
worship z first at the tabernacle, later at the temple.

Priest (and High Priest)

Out of the tribe of Levi, God chose on
family to serve as his priests. That fami
was the family of Aaron (brother of
Moses). In general terms, the priests ca
ried out the sacrificial aspect of the wor
ship of Godz killing animals, sprinkling the
blood, burning portions of the meat. The
also played other roles: they blessed th
people, assessed and treated conditions ¢
disease, helped in decision making by i
quiring of God.

The high priest was the most importang
priest in the Old Testament sacrificial sy
tem. Only he could perform the annual Da
of Atonement ritual and carry the blood of
the sacrifice into the Most Holy Place ft¢
sprinkle it on the mercy seat. The first hig
priest was Aaron; the position passed fro
Aaron to his oldest male descendent i
each generation.



Sanctuary
A place sacred to the worship of God. During the Old Testament period, the Israelites had

T P s oA~ ~ A o~ re ~ P

Ox1T DOEI AOU OOAT AOOAOEAOG68 4EA EEOOO xAO

ated in the time of Moses (around 1,400 BC). The second was the temple, built by King
Solomon (the third king of Israel) around 950 B.C.

The eHoly PlaceE and the eMost
The Old Testament law required that a set of rituals be carried out in connection with the
worship of God. These rituals involved animal sacrifice and were carried out by the priests.

The place where these rituals
were performed was in the
q sanctuary (either the taberna-
g ' cle or the temple). Both sanc-
g“ ' » tuaries were divided into two
- E ' compartments z an outer
2 compartment (called the
. - 4 O(T1TuUu ol AAA6Qq A
L | B AV AT 1 DAOOI AT O | OEA
\r“laﬂ (]! 01l AAAG Q8
4 )
]; Ll The ordinary daily ritual took
s place in the Holy Place, and
were carried out by the ordi-
nary priests.

AEA -T006 (11U oi AARA xAO OEA PI AAA xEAOA '
of exceptional holiness, and access to it was severely restricted. Once a year, the high
priest would enter the Most Holy Place with blood to make atonement for the sins of the
PDAT PI A | OEA O$AU T &£ 'O TAI AT doqgs .1 10OEAO
enter at no other time.

t hereds no
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Atonement

The process of restoring a relationship broken by the offense of one party. In the Bible, hu-
mans are alienated from God by sin. Atonement describes the process by which humans
are reconciled to God. That process involves sacrifice. In the Old Testament, the animal sac-
cross. When he died on the cross, Jesus bore the punishment due to humans on their be-
half. He satisfied the justice of God by being punished in the place of sinners. In doing so,

he allowed God to extend forgiveness to sinners and to restore their relationship.

AEA x1 OA OAOTTAI AT 66 ATAOG 11060 TAAOO ET OE/
clearly part of the discussion of the superiority of the sacrifice offered by Jesus in chapters
9 and 10.

The removal of wrath by the offering of a sacrifice.

)T (AAOAxO T4dgzQh EO OAUOd O4EAOAA OAR ¢ * Ac
he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, to make propitiation

Al O OEA OET O 1T £#£ OEA PAI PI A86 )1 OEEO AT 10O/
rifice which turns away the wrath of God directed toward his people for their sins. Jesus is

the high priest who applies the sacrificial blood in the heavenly sanctuary; he is also the sac-
rifice itself.

t hereds no
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Mediator Apostasy

AEA T AAEAOT O EO OEA BArding the Christian@da@O AT AO AA:
OxAAT 6 Oxi Al EAT AGAA DPAOOEAO OAAEET ¢ Ol
achieve reconciliation. In Hebrews, Jesusis! 1| OET OCE OEA x1 OA OADI
described in three separate verses as the cur in Hebrews, the book repeatedly warns
mediator of the new covenant (8:6; 9:15; against abandoning the Christian faith. The
10:24). The author does not specifically de-author uses terms like:

fine what this role entails. However, it is Drifting away (2:1)

safe to say that it relates to his service as Neglecting such a great salvation (2:3)

high priest on our behalf. As high priest, Je- An evil, unbelieving heart that departs

sus achieves reconciliation between God from the living God (3:12)
and humans through three related activi- Falling away (6:6)
ties: Drawing back (10:39)

x (A AAAAT A EOI AT Ol Reg&idglhe Bnk whiblspgedkd\(12QA b Z
resent both partiesz he is both God and hu-

man; The author never explicitly states that the

K (A OAAOEAEAAA EEI OWistighs add temPtEdAt® retiri to Jublad 1 A
have an offering of blood to make atone- ism. However, the entire book is an argu-
ment for the sins of humanity; ment for the superiority of the new cove-

5 (A OAOOAO EIT EAAOABN dvé thd olE Eh€refored DeEtdaChdg G
ing to God on behalf of humanity. Thisser-1 £ OEA AT T E OOBPDPI 000 «
vice includes the ritual acts necessary to that a return to Judaism would be fatal.

make atonement effective in the heavenly

tabernacle, and his intercession (i.e. prayer) Sahbath

on behalf of his people for their salvation. The Sabbath was the Jewish day of rest
_ (corresponding to our Saturday). God mod-
Gentile elled Sabbath rest when he created the uni-
Anyone who is not a Jew is a Gentile. versez he created for 6 days, and rested on
the 7th. Observing the Sabbath day of rest
was required of Israel under the old cove-

nant (Exodus 20:811; 31:415; 35:B).

t hereds no
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ePerfectE

4EA AOOET O T £ (AAOAxO OATEO A 11060 AAT OO
AAREAAOEOA OPAOEAAOS AT A OEA 1160 e _
AEEEEAOI O O1 OOAT 01 AOGA ET Ol %l ci EOE8 -1
thing better.

O
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T
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P
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O o A~

Perfection in Hebrews has nothing to do wiatthatasal |
complete freedom from sin. Instead, the author use
about making someone (or something) perfectly suite

Here are some examples:

)OO xAO OEOI OCE OO&E&ZAOET ¢ AT A AAAOE OEAC(
(2:10, 5:9) and a perfect high priest (7:28). Jesus needed suffering and death to be made
suitable for his ministry on behalf of humans.

¥ *AOOO I ET EOOAOO ET A I1 OA PAOEAAO OAAAO
presence of God the Father, he is able to more effectively ensure the salvation of his peo-
ple. Ministry in the presence of God is more suitable for the salvation of people than minis-
try in an earthly structure.

Kk *AOOO PAOAAAOO EEO PAIT PI A ET A xAU OEAO
achieve (7:11, 19; 9:9; 10:1). Through the priestly ministry and sacrifice of Jesus (10:14), h
people are made suitable for bold access to the very presence of God (10:19). This was not
possible under the old covenant.

14



Judaism
The Old Testament religion of the Jews.

Hellenistic Judaism

Alexander the Great built a huge empire in just eleven years, between 334 B.C. and 323 B.C.
(The empire stretched from Greece to India.) In doing so, he spread the Greek culture and
language through much of the Mediterranean world and the Near East. Many Jews ad-
mired the significant achievements of Greek civilizationits literary and philosophical
achievements were unmatched in the ancient world. Yet, the Greek culture was idolatrous
and polytheistic (worshipping many gods). Hellenistic Judaism was the mixing of Greek cul-
ture and Jewish religion which arose in Jewish communities living outside of Palestine.

The most significant achievement of Hellenistic Judaism was the translation of the Old Tes-
tament into Greek (from the original Hebrew). The Greek Old Testament became the stan-
dard version of the Old Testament utilized by the early church. It allowed the early church
to evangelize Gentiles, because the Old Testament was available in their language.

Both the author of the book of Hebrews and the congregation addressed were Hellenistic
Jews. e TR

MS 2648
Bible: Joshua. Egypt, late 2nd c. The oldest MS of this part of the Bible

t hereds no
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So Jesus became higher in rank than the ange
the name He inherited is superior to theirs. (Heb

Jesus is superior to angels

Under the old covenant, God spoke to his
people through prophets and angels. But
when he introduced his new arrangement
Al O OAI AOGET ¢ O1 EOI
T AT 6ogqh EA ObPT EA Ol

The Son is a far more important person
than the angels. The Son is eternal and di-
vine. He created everything that exists. He
Is seated at the right hand of the Father
(the place of authority and powerz he is

OOCAATTA ET ATI1TATAG6Q

The angels, by contrast, are nothing but
servants. They worship the Son and minis-
ter to the needs of his people.

Background: Angels
The book of Hebrews begins by arguir
that Jesus is greater than the angels. B
why? What do angels have to do with th
old covenant?

Angels are spirits, created to worship an
serve God. Throughout the Old Testamer
they served as messengers from God to |
mans. In addition, they protected human
from danger - as in the story of the Danie
ET OEA T EITB80 AAI

Jerusalem from the Assyrians (Il Kings 19

Yyl OEA AAT OOOEAO A}
lief grew among the Jews that God had d
livered the Old Testament law through af
gels. This belief is reflected in the New T¢
OAil AT O ET 3O0ADPEAI
EAAOET ! AO0O Q4dXYQ
Galatians (3:19).

The author wants to prove that the mes
senger of the new covenant (Jesus)
greater than the messengers of the ol
i AT CAl 0Qs 4EAO0G6 O

d

*AOOO6 OODPAOET OEOU

n o



We must pay even more attention to what we h
so that we wi || not

The first warning (2:1  -4)

The old covenant was delivered through an- _::;

g =
T A L N = —
e . ' 1 =

- " -

gels; the new covenant was delivered ;::i-"-

through the Son. God punished humans i =
(with physical death) for breaking the first [ S
Al OAT AT 08 $i A01 60 EGQ OA
people who neglect the new covenant will FEEE
be punished more severely?

But we do see-Jamde lower than the angels for a sr
thate he might taste d

3

Jesuse humiliation was-18nly tem
'|

"'T A OEA &AOEAO EAO ApPiI ET OAA *AOOOh 110 O
ise is that everything will be made subject to him (1:13; 2:8). But if this is the case, why do
we in fact see a world in rebellion against him? Not only threk AOT 6 0 * AOOO EO
crucified only a few decades earlier?

*AODOOS6 EOI EI EAOEITT xAO 111U OAI BPT OAOU8 * A«
time because he needed to suffer death on behalf of humans.

Why? Why humiliation, suffering, death? Because suffering and death were necessary to
| AEA *AOOO ODPAOAAAOS AI O EEO OAOE 1T £ AOET (
OPAOZEAAOAAGRh 'T A EAO OAOOI OAA EEI O EEO
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Moses was faithful as

a

faithful as a So+#) ove

Jesus is greater than Moses

Not only is Jesus is superior to the angels, but he is greater than Moses. Both Moses and

Jesus served God faithfully in their own generations. SglMoses was nothing more than

a

human servant, for all his faithfulness. Jesus is the Son. And everyone would agree that a

son has a higher status in the household than any mere servant.

Background: Moses
Some 15 centuries before the time of Jesus, the Jews had been forced into slavery in

their

adopted homeland, Egypt. Moses was born Jewish, but was adopted into an Egyptian

household. As an adult, he turned his back on his upbringing and identified himself with
oppressed people. God used Moses to lead the Jews out of Egypt to the land he had p
ised to them-the land of Canaan (i.e. Palestine).

-1 OA0O6 1 AAAAOOEED xAO 110 EOOO A Okftiako| |

marked a brand new relationship between God and humans. God made a covenant
Israel. He promised that he would bring the Israelites into Canaan and would live in t
midst as their God. He laid out the detailed requirements of the covenankaws which
would govern behaviour toward God and other humans. The people heard what was
quired of them and took an oath to keep the covenant.

Moses played a critical role in this process. He personally met with God to copy down
requirements of the covenant and to receive the blueprints for the tabernacle. He playe
central role in the early administration of the law. He led Israel until they stood at the v
edge of the promised land.

his
‘om-

with
heir

re-

the
d a

ery

As a result, Moses was the most revered figure in Judaism. That is why it was important for

Ve ~ A N ~

OEA AOOEIT O Oi OAIETA EEO OAAAAOO OEAO -

I O
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P

Background: | srael eés refusal

After leaving Egypt, it took only a few months for the Israelites to arrive at the borders o
the land of Canaan. The journey from Mount Sinai took them through the wilderness ang
along the east side of the Jordan River, until they stood across from the promised land it-
self. (This story is told in Numbers 1131.)

o

But first, God had the Israelites send spies throughout the land, to check on its fortifica-
tions and to confirm that the land was all that God had promised. When the spies return
AAnh OEAU OAPI OOAAg O0O9AOh OEA T ATA EO AQ b
EO A POI Al Ai 86 4EA OPEAO CAOA Al AQACCAOA
OEI 108 &AAAA xEOE A OAI A T &£ EECE xAl1Q A
denly, the God who worked miracles in Egypt seemed too small to help them conquer|Ca-
naan. They refused to enter the land of Canaan and made plans to return to slavefy in

Egypt.

As a punishment, God swore an oath that not one adult from that generation would enter
the promised land. God forced Israel to wander in the wilderness until every adult in tha
generation died before he gave their children the chance to take what their parents had
refused.

—

t hereds no
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So | swore In my anger,

OThey w

| | never ent

Background: Joshua

Moses led Israel throughout the 40 years
of wandering that followed their refusal to
enter the promised land. But when the
OEi A AAI A OI OO60OU A
drawing to a close. Joshua led Israel acros
the Jordan River to conquer the promised
land. And this time, Israel put their faith in
God and rose to the challenge.

So what does Joshua have to do with the
book of Hebrews? Joshua led the Israelite
ET O OEA OOAOGOS6 ' i A
ancestors centuries earliera rest of living

in their own land, free from foreign opprest

sion, enjoying the fruits of their labour. But
that rest was only symbolic of a deeper ref
ality - the possibility of eternal rest, begin-
ning after death.

ultimate-1 OEAOxEOAh OEA
have challenged his own generation (who

were living in the promised land) to avoid
the fatal mistake of their ancestors.

bS

S

-~

t her e 0 s
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The second warning
Centuries later, a poet warned his own gen-

eration (in Psalm 95) against making the
OAI A T EOOAE

CAEDORAADOABA DEEAAXA&E

EAOAAT Ul 00O EAAO0OOS8G
The author of Hebrews, in turn, applies
both the story and the psalm to his audi-
ence. The congregation has lost confidence
and faith in God, and so it is considering a
return to Judaism to avoid persecution. The
EQAEDOTI ABODAA OEEOEADO
ETC EAAOO OEAO AAPAOOC

They are in grave danger. The Israelites
stood on the very threshold of the prom-

iIsed land, and yet failed to enter it. These
Christians, in a similar way, could miss out
IT OEA OAOAOT Al 6 OAOGO
SAARAOR ADARD AEIAATAAMII,

Phedhase the S@hbaAH wathe day on which

no work was performed) is open to all who
obey God because they have faith in his ut-
ter truthfulness and reliability.

n o



Though Jesus was a Son, he learned obedience thrc
After he was perfected, he became the source of ete
who obey h9 mé (Heb

A merciful high priest
Every human needs a priest to go to God on his or h
behalf. How encouraging it is, then, that we have i
high priest like Jesus! While he was a human, Jesus BX
perienced the full range of human suffering tempta-
tion, sickness, hatred, torture and death. That exper
ence perfected him for the role of high priest, in threg
ways:

x 7EAOAOAO Ui O AOA <CTEIT
sympathize with you. We can come to him in thg
knowledge that he experienced human weakness
O(A EO AAT A O1 AARAAT CAI
and going astray, since he himself is subject to wea
T AGOG86 j XqTQ
K (A EO 1T TAAT 1T &£ 1T AAAE/
him. He was faced with a great test the cross. The
cross combined hatred, humiliation, physical pain
and death in one experience. He proved that it is possible to be obedient to God in the face
of huge obstacles despite our human weakness.

Kk )OO POI OEAAA EEI xEOE A OAAROEEEAA jAITTA
ment for their sins. (This will be discussed more fully in chapters 9 and 10.)

x E 1

God the Father acknowledged the suitability of his Son (after his death and resurrection) by
appointing him our high priest.
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For 1t 1 s I mpossible
Who have fallen away,
the Son of God and holding him up to contempt. (

The third Warning by those who mocked him there. The fate

The most demanding section of the letter is Of Such @ person is the same as a field which
just ahead. But is the congregation up to does not produce a good crog it is cursed
the challenge? The author thinks spO E A O @gburned.

why he ultimately proceeds. But first he :
shames them for how careless and lazy [958
they have become in applying themselves
Oi TAAOTEIC '"TA8O OC
solid teaching, the congregation is not as
spiritually mature as it should be. His hope
is that they will be motivated to pay careful
attention and to absorb what is taught.

Before he moves on, he issues his strongest _ _

x AOTET C ACAET 00 ADI OYRABRAULTPROGlIgVeLUST things agoptp |
ble to renew to repentance... those who he congregation than that. He has seen
EAOA AT T AT AxAUs86 7paRyidencg gfAlgiHhangef livaspllogeo A
tizing, they are symbolically rerucifying importantly, God remembers th_e good they
Jesus. By publicly renouncing their faith in havg done. They have a lot going fpr them.
Jesus, they are showing the world that they But in the end, the only way to attain what
believe that he was a fraug nothing but a  ©G0d has promised is through faith anper-
delusional man. This act of betrayal humili- S€verancez that is, by diligently acting as if
ates Jesus in front of a later generation, just G0d can be believed, right up to the end of

as he was humiliated in his actual crucifixion their lives.
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Because God wanted to show his unchangeable
heirs of the promise, H

Y ' T — Tigris River, \

S WER {5

Nineveh

..-""\

-\Hemai‘zRoute

Te r"»? "74” -1 bram set out

_ Euphrates River
v : From Ur to Canaan

.,_thon approx. 955 miles

BIAT CcoED

Background: Abraham

Abraham is one of the three most significant figures in the Old Testament (the other two
are Moses and David). You can find his story in Genesis-25:31.

| AOAEAI 60 EATEI U xAO | OECEIT Al 1T U &£OiI I OHA
extended family decided to migrate west. Abraham went along, and they ultimately settled
in the Aramean city of Haran.

God had chosen Abraham to become a central figure in his unfolding plan to rescue huj
i AT EOU £OTi OET AT A AAAOES 7EU ! ACAEAI|lh 1
told. But when the call came, Abraham obeyed God.

t hereds no

23



Background: Abraham (continued)
4EOT OCE OEA UAAOO 1T &£ OEAEO OAI AOGET 1 OEEHR

First, he called him to leave his extended family and to continue on the westward roac
the land of Canaan. Abraham obeyed and went to live in Canaan as a nhomadic herdsm

Second, God promised Abraham that he would have a child. The promise came in |
EAI 6 O | E-ivien iBwadisglihysically possible. Abraham waited, but no son cai
God repeated the promise occasionally and Abraham kept believing. Finally, some 25

after the promise of a child was first made, when it was no longer even physically poss
Isaac was born to them.

Third, God promised Abraham that his descendents would possess the land of Car
Abraham was nothing but a nomadic herdsman, without even a child. It was hard eno
to believe in one descendent much less that those descendents would grow to the poit
that they would fill the entire land of Canaan. But Abraham believed Gadespite the fact
that it seemed utterly impossible .

Fourth, God commanded Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. The promised heir w
AEAA (T x AT OIA EO AA OAAITTAEI AA xEOE O
descendents would inherit the land of Canaan? Nevertheless, Abraham obeyed and
pared to sacrifice his son. At the very last moment, God intervened to save Isaac. He
vided a ram to be sacrificed in place of the son.

This was the last and ultimate test and Abraham had passed. God acknowledged AQ
EAi 60 AgAADPOEI T Al EAEOE AU OAAZEEEOI Ebum-
less descendents, the possession of the land of Canaan and the blessing of all of hum
through them. In fact, God even swore an oath that all the promises would come true.

/| £/ AT OOOAh 'T A xAO OOOA O EEO xi OA8 !
Israel and came to live in the land of Canaan. Through Israel, the world received Jesus.

h
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. Sso thate we who ha\
encouragement to seize the hope set before us. (}

Godes pr omi s es  8urwhat deesghat havg to do with these
The congregation is facing persecution for Christians? Well, their hope is als_,o based on
their faith. And not just persecution, but @n 0ath sworn by God. God appointed Jesus
O1 OOBOOA 0OF OEA zanhathsd EWith aniesty HsegeRsalm 11:4) to be a
going to test your faith. No one will accept high priest, to minister on behalf of the
OAOOEAT A OO0EEAOET ¢ ERATAE A B R S A TABasghd P 8
firmly convinced that the future benefits fect priest, offering an effective sacrifice, in
will far outweigh it. the presence of God the Father guaran-
OAAO OEA OAI OAOEITT 1 £
T A OT AAOOOAT AO8 4 EADHHANGHE theypeed P maintai Ahgiy 7
lutely committed himself to the truthful- faith in spite of persecution.
ness of his promise of future blessing. God
cannot lie, and his word alone should be
enough. But he knows that oaths are the
way humans affirm the absolute truthful-
ness of what they are saying, and so he
does it tooz to help us.

Abraham experienced this. God swore an
oath that he would bless Abraham and give

him many descendents. Abraham lived to

see the beginning of the fulfillment of the
promise z the birth of Isaac. Although Abra-

EAIl AEAT 60 1 EOA O OAA
his word and raised up whole nations from
Abraham.

EAEOQOE £
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e ‘:gf “'_ - e B R e T g :
Background: Melchizedek
Melchizedek was both priest and king of the city of Salem in the days of Abraham. He met
Abraham briefly as Abraham was returning to his home from a battle fought in northern
Palestine. Melchizedek offered Abraham refreshments (bread and wine) and blessed him
in the name of God Most High, the Creator. Abraham obviously found that he had a spir
tual connection with this priest, because he paid oAenth (a tithe) of all his plunder to

Melchizedek.

Almost one thousand years later, David wrote about the appointment of a priest like Me
DOEAOGO &I OAOGAOR T EEA -Al AEEUAAAES88GO

David looked forward in time and saw that God intended to raise up a new prigsine
modelled in some way on Melchizedek. Jesus is that future priest.
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26

AEEUAAAE E1T O0OAIIl 3xzPgoh O4EA ,/2%$ EAO |OxI



Without father, mother or genealogy, having neither
nor end of life, but resembling thdn&oanchiIGeaA pries
forever. (Hebrews 7:3)

A priest like Melchizedek
The story of Melchizedek is told in Genesis 14. Briefly, the author highlights certain aspects
I £ OEA 00T OU AO OECIEZAZEAAT O &A1 O O1 AAOOOAT ¢

&EOOOh EEO OEOI A0 AOA A&OIl 1T A OECI EAEAAT A
AT A EEO OEOI A OEEIC I £/ DAAAAGS

Second, Genesis does not speak about his birth or his death. It does not mention anything
about his ancestors. It is as if he is an eternal figug®ne without a beginning or an ending

to his life. His ministry, therefore, is not subject to the normal limitations of mortality like
other human priests.

Third, the story depicts him as someone who is greater than Abraham. He blesses Abra-
ham. Abraham acknowledges his spiritual status by paying him a tithe of all the spoils of

War_ - 2 fids W AR S 8
B\
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For the law appoints as high priests men who are v
appoints a Son, who has been made perfect foreve

A superior priesthood marks the cancellation of a system of
In Psalm 110:4, God the Father swore an irPrieésthood which was based on physical de-
revocable oath appointing his Son as a Scent (and of the law on which it was

priest. But why? Why was it necessary for based). Jesus earns his priesthood because
Jesus to become a priest? of the kind of person he is and because he

EAO AAAT OPAOAEAAOAAG
The explanation lies in the problems associ- AAAOE A1 O OEA OIlAs
ated with the old covenant priesthood. The Ment makes Jesus the guarantee of a bet-
Levitical priesthood could not achieve the t€r covenantZ that the people of God will
perfection of the people who tried to wor-  €Xperience through the priesthood of Jesus
ship God through it. The priests kept dying 2ll the promised blessings of the new cove-
z leaving the people of God without some- _nant.. (We will _dlscu.ss the promised bless-
one to offer sacrifices of atonement on INGS in connection with Hebrews 8:13.)
their behalf. The priests had only limited ac- pmm : o
cess to God; they ministered on earth, and |

l Av:- 3

could only enter the Most Holy Place once % =

each year. The blood of animals offered byh ' :

the Levitical priests was not an adequate B s o
basis for the forgiveness of sins. The repeti—ﬁh A o

tion of sacrifices served only to remind peo- Gl

ple of sin, instead of giving final rest and NN
peace to their consciences. ’

g
-

God the Father appointed Jesus as a pries n-,;g{;“;h_,"
to solve these problems. His appointment §##{ Ui
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For if that first covenant had been faultless, no oppc

been sought for

a second one. (Hebrews 8:

A better covenant

God and the nation of Israel established a
covenant relationship at Mount Sinai,
shortly after the exodus from Egypt

(around 1,400 B.C.). But Israel was unfaith-

ful to the covenant. Her history was marked
by idolatry and moral depravity. By the time
of Jeremiah the prophet (around 600 B.C.),
God had grown frustrated by the failure of
his covenant relationship with Israel.

But God did not abandon his intention to
build a covenant relationship with his peo-
ple. He spoke through Jeremiah about his
decision to establish a new covenant. The

t her

29

promises associated with this new cove-
nant were:
X 4 E-Astalighment of a covenant rela-
tionship z God would be their God and they
would be his people.

AEA 1T Ax xT O1T A 11 11
ternal written document, but a living princi-
ple governing their behaviour from inside.
Kk 4EAU x1 OI A AkiheyOEIT
would experience a living, vital relationship
with God.
N 4EAU x1 Ol A AZGPAOEA]
cancellation of the guilt of sin that was im-
possible under the old covenant.

As the author points out, if there was noth-

ing wrong with the first covenant, God

xT Ol AT6O EAOA T AAAAA
there was something wrongz not just with

the people, but with the covenant itself. It

Al O1 AT60 AOAAOA OEA |
could faithfully keep covenant. Because he
found fault with the old, he foretold the

ATTETC T £ OEA T Ax8 O!1
EAO Ai il Ahdo OOAOAO OEA
I AOT T ABA AT A xEI1l OIT1
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THE TABERNACLE TENT The Most Holy Place was a 15-foot (4.6-m) cube, containing only the ark
of the covenant (Ex. 25:10—22; 37:1-9). It was here that Yahweh would
descend to meet with his people in a cloud theophany (divine appearance).
The high priest could enter only once a year, on the Day of Atonement
(see note on Heb. 9:7).

The entire tent was 45 feet (13.7 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15
feet (4.6 m) high. It was a wooden skeletal structure, overlaid with gold,
with no solid roof or front wall (Ex. 26:15—29). Five wooden bars (overlaid
with gold) passed through rings attached to each frame (Ex. 26:26—30).

The table for the bread of The Holy Place of the tabernacle

g tent was 30 feet (9.1 m) long,
;?aesfézaigdsg;cfggf - — < the Presence (Ex. 25:23-30) 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15

layers of cloth and feet (4.6 m) high.
skin (Ex. 26:1-14).

The veil separating the Most Holy Place
from the Holy Place was made from blue,
purple, and scarlet dyed yarns woven

i i wi i (Ex. 30:1-5; 37:25-29 d
&:EE il;\:(!g/ilrr:‘e(ciEllngg qu;;;]bl;orﬁir;don * ) The veil that formed the entrance to the
VI u X. 7 AT, .

N The golden lampstand tabernacle was similar to the veil separat-
four golden pillars. (Ex. %5:31_402 37:17_24) ing the Holy Place from the Most Holy

Place, except that cherubim were not
embroidered on it. It was suspended on
five golden pillars (Ex. 26:36—37).

The altar of incense

The earthly sanctuary and its ministry

Before describing the ministry of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary, the author briefly de-

scribes the arrangements for ministry in the earthly tabernacle. The layout of the taberna-

cle and the priestly duties which took place in it would have been familiar to the congrega-

OETT 1EOOATEI ¢ O OEEO 1 AOOAO8 4EAOB6O xEU

He lists the contents of the tabernacle (9:8). Then he reminds the congregation that ac-
cess to the Holy of Holies (or Most Holy Place) was strictly limited. The Holy Place was the
area in which the priests carried out their day to day ministry. But only the high priest could
enter the Most Holy Place, and only on one day of the yegthe Day of Atonement. He ap-
peared before God with blood to make atonement for the sins of the people.

The vell that kept humans out of the Most Holy Place symbolized all that was wrong with
the old covenant. The ministry of the priests in the earthly sanctuary dealt only with exter-

T Al DPEUOEAAI bDPOOEOU8 4EA OAAOEEEAAO 1 EZAO
science of the guilt of sin. As a result, humans had no access to the presence of God.
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The Holy Spirit was making it clear that the way
Holy of Holies had not yet been disclosed whi
first tabernacle was still standing. (Hebrews ¢

The old covenant was only a shadow, not the reality

The old covenant law prescribed a system terrupted by war and exile. Sacrifices of
of worship in which the individual elements atonement involving the blood of animals
effective solution to the problem of human thing more than a temporary physical clean-
sin. Worship took sing from the de-
place in a tent filement of sin
which was mod- (9:9,13; 10:4). For-
elled on the heav giveness was
enly temple. Sinful technically impos-
and mortal human sible under the
priests repre- old covenant.
sented the sinlesg God did permit
and immortal Son the worshippers
of God. The blood of the old cove-
of animals picH nant to achieve
tured the power- the perfection
ful and effective available  under
blood of Jesus, the new covenant
shed on the cross. (11:40)- however,

it happened only
Unfortunately, it after their death.
xAO A OUOOAI ETAAPAAT AODG@D OAADPERAOBDCHA ORA
worshippers who came to God through it not only for the sins occurring after his
(10:1). It offered limited access to God. death, but for sins committed under the old
Priests would die and sacrifice would be in- covenant (9:15).
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In the greater and more perfect tabernacle he ente
Hol i es once for abp)l D\

A better place of ministry atonement. The blood must be applied to
Under the old covenant, the priests had the altar to complete the purification proc-
very limited access to God. Only the high €SS (see Leviticus 16:15). This is because hu-
priest could enter the Most Holy Place ™Man sin defiles the sanctuary in which the
(where God dwelt), and he could only enter Priest ministers (Leviticus 16:16). In some
once each year (on the Day of Atonement). X AU % A ATT80 AOT 1 U Ol
*AOOO6 [ ETEOOOU EI @Wﬁ@%@w%%ﬁ@ﬂ¢@W@“@@AO)
problems. He has unlimited access to God Numan sin had infected even the heavenly
the Father. He uses that access to intercede Sanctuary (Hebrews 9:23). The sacrifice of
on behalf of the new covenant people, animals on earth was totally inadequate to
thereby ensuring their salvation (7:25). AAAOAOO OEE O D of Al Al 8
the heavenly sanctuary with his own blood
In addition, Jesus was able to apply the allowed for the purification of the heavenly
blood of the new covenant in the heavenly Sanctuary. When Jesus applied the blood of

sanctuary. Sacrifice alone is not enough for h€ new covenant to the heavenly altar,
atonement was complete.

Background: Purification under the Old Covenant
Under the old covenant, purification from sin was achieved through animal sacrifice. In Le-
OEOEAOO oh OEA 0OO1I AO cCci OAOTET C A OOET I|&ME
large sinned, a bull was sacrificeda very valuable animal. Other individuals were required
to sacrifice a goat. In Numbers 19, the Israelites were commanded to offer a heifer as a|sin

I £#FRAOET ¢c8 4EA AOEAO 1T £# OEEO AT EIi Al xAOA A,
fication ceremonies.

§uph purification was only outward and symbolic. These rituals could not provide purifica-
OEI 1T &£OiI i OEA AAZ£ZEI AT AT O | £ OEI 8 4EAU 1I{1T1 1
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According to the law almost everything is purified
without the shedding of blood there is no forgivenes

A better sacrifice the people of God (those who lived under
Sin can be described using a variety of the old covenant and those who live under

sin as defilement. To sin is to become im- / EOE OPAOAAAOAAGS AIlT O,

pure, dirty, unclean. The defilement of sin t€r boldly into the presence of God in wor-

can be removed only by the shedding of Ship.

blood (9:22). Defilement is an impediment - S - _

to worship. It weighs on the conscience of So sufficient and final is this sacrifice that it

the worshipper (9:9,14; 10:22) and makes N€ver needs to be repeated. The sacrifices

EEI O xi OOEU 07 Al OA® the plicpvgnag gy okfered dailz a
clear indication that they were weak and

The sacrifices of the old covenant offered [neffective (10:11). But Jesus had to offer

nothing more than a temporary physical himself in sacrifice only once. His sacrifice
cleansing from the defilement of sin. Ani- and priestly work complete, he is seated at
mal blood cannot take away the inner the right hand of the Father. God has for-
moral defilement which prevents humans 9iven the sins of his people once and for all.
from approaching God (10:4). More impor- They have no further need for sacrifice.
tantly, animal blood applied to an earthly
altar had no power to purify the heavenly
sanctuary (see previous section).

As a result, the new covenant is based on a
better sacrifice. Jesus was God in human
flesh. He lived an utterly sinless life, and of-
fered his body freely as a sacrifice in obedi-
ence to the will of his Father. As a result,
the blood of Jesus is effective to cleanse
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A covenant is legally effective only on the basis of dt
IS never in force while the covenanter lives. (Heb

Background: The Creation of a Covenant
Hebrews 9:122 is one of the most challenging passages in the book of Hebrews.

The Greekword 1 | | DS 1T O1 AdhthayEANAQqQ EO OOEI EUAA E

AT A TP8 )1 CATAOAIT h OEA x1 OA EO OOAT OI A
OANOEOAA AU OAOOAO =X AT A i h xEEAE ObBA
I AT 6gs 6A00A0 z¥w 0 =z AOA OEA POl Al Al 8
[is], it is necessary for the death of the covenanter to be announced. For a covenant is \

~ ’e z P z

OA
AE
27
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IT OEA AAOGEO 1T £# AAAA ¢ OEET ¢cOYh OET AA EQ E«

can a covenant require the death of the covenanter to be in force? Because these verses
are so difficult to understand in terms of covenant making, most translations switch to an-

other possible meaningfon 1 1 [ OxET 1T T O OAOOAI ATl 068

But covenant ratification ceremonies always involved dead bodiethe bodies of dismem-
bered animals. When God made a covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15, Abraham cut

number of animals. Animal sacrifice was also an essential part of the inauguration of the

old covenant at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 24 fact pointed out in Hebrews 9:1-21. The dismem-
berment of animals may have symbolized the violent death that the covenanter would s
fer if he were to break the terms of the covenant. In making a covenant, the covenanter
Al 01 A AA OAEA Oi EAOA OAEAAGS

If this understanding is correct, the sense of versesI9 x1 O1 A AAq O* A
fered for sins committed under the old covenant. As a general rule, the covenanter mus
OAEAG A1 O A Al OAI1-oddieantare ollyAn fokc® WhirAal deat Bokuks.
(Jesus died as a substitute for the covenanter, just as the animals did in the old covena
4AEAO EO xEU AOAT OEA T1 A AT OAT AT O xAO E
Is not without its problems, it does offer one plausible understanding of a difficult passag

00C
[

nt.)
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je.
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If we deliberately sin after receiving the knowledgs

t hhere no | onger remalil

n

Background: Defiant or Deliberate Sin
51T AAO OEA T1 A AT OAT AT Oh OEA 1 Ax DPOIT OEAA

dividuals to make atonement for their sins. However, these sin offerings were only availt

AAT A ET OEA AAOA 1T &£ OO1T ET OAT OEI T A1 6 OEI
was to be excommunicated from the nation of Israel (Numbers 15:30).

31 xEAO AT 1 OOEOOOAA A OAAEEAT O6 OEl e 4EH
AAOAOEAA OEA AOOEOOAA 1T &£/ OEA 1T ££AT AAO(
, 1 2%$80 xiI OA6 AT A OAOAAEET C EEO AT i1 AT A0
jecting the covenant. Because he rejects the covenant to which the nation of Israel is cg

mitted, he is exiled from the nation. He no longer has access to the sacrifices offered fof

sin under the covenant. As a result, his guilt cannot be removed, because he no longer
access to the covenant sacrificial system through which atonement could be made.
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