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A Brief Summary  
Spiritual laziness and persecution ɀ a bad 
ÃÏÍÂÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁȤ
tion members were thinking of going back 
to Judaism. But that door is shut. God 
brought an end to the old covenant by 
sending Jesus. 
 
Even if the door was still open, who would 
want to change the benefits of the new for 
the problems of the old? The new covenant 
is better ɀ Jesus is a better mediator, a bet-
ter priest, a better sacrifice. Through him 
we have complete forgiveness of our sins, a 
clearer sense of right and wrong, a fuller 
knowledge of God and authorization to 
come boldly to him in prayer.  
 
So they must choose. Will they go back to 
the safety of Judaism, and lose the only sac-
rifice which could make them right with 
God? Or will they be faithful like so many 
others in the history of humanity, and re-
ceive all that God has promised to his peo-
ple? 

 
God has introduced a better covenant to replace the old covenant. Only 

through the priestly ministry and sacrifice of Jesus is eternal life possible. 

Introduction  
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What is it?  
4ÈÅ ȰÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÅÂÒÅ×Óȱ ÉÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ Á ÓÅÒÍÏÎȢ )Ô ÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÄÏ×Î ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ×ÁÓ 
Á×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÍÏÎȢ "ÕÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
clearly designed to be read out to the congregation ɀ there are many examples in the letter 
of literary techniques, like alliteration, which would only be enjoyed when the letter was 
read out loud. 
 
But the sermon is not just a general essay on a topic, which may or may not be of interest 
to the audience. It is a sermon designed specifically to address the dangers facing the con-
gregation (see below ɀ Why was it written?) 
 
It has been turned into a letter (of sorts) by the addition of a few personal notes tacked on 
to the end of the sermon (13:22-25). 

Who wrote it?  
7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ 
 
Traditionally, the letter was ascribed to 
Paul. But the Greek is too polished for Paul 
and there is little in common with the topics 
ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓȢ -ÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
early centuries and in the modern period, 
ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 0ÁÕÌ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÒÉÔÅ (ÅÂÒÅ×ÓȢ 
 
Many other names have been thrown out 
there ɀ Apollos, Luke, Priscilla. They are 
nothing but guesses. 
 
So what do we know?  The author was: 
 ӂ 6ÅÒÙ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ 

ȰÒÈÅÔÏÒÉÃȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓ ÏÆ 
speaking and writing persuasively. His 
Greek is the most polished in the New Tes-
tament. 
 Ӄ ! *Å×Ȣ )Ô ÉÓ ÕÎÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ Á 'ÅÎÔÉÌÅȟ ÃÏÎȤ
verted to Christianity after the time of Je-
sus, would have so thorough a knowledge 
of Old Testament. 
 ӄ (Å ÇÒÅ× ÕÐ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ 
Greek as his first language. You can tell 
when someone is writing in their second 
language. There is no trace of the influence 
of Hebrew or Aramaic in his writing style. 
 Ӆ (Å ËÎÅ× ÈÉÓ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Greek translation. This translation, called 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÅÐÔÕÁÇÉÎÔȱȟ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ 
Jewish worship outside of Palestine. 
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When was it written?  
7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ 
 
A good guess places it around 65 A.D. ɀ some 35 years after the death of Jesus. This date 
tries to make sense of the persecutions discussed in Hebrews in terms of two events. 
 
The first would be the expulsion of all Jews from Rome in 49 A.D. by the emperor Claudius. 
Jewish Christians would have been caught up in this event. Hebrews refers to an earlier 
persecution (10:32-34) when the congregation faced insults, violence, loss of possessions 
ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÆÁÃÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ɉΣΤȡΦɊȢ 
 
The second would be the persecution of Christians carried out by the emperor Nero in the 
mid-60s. This persecution would lead to the torture and death of many Christians, including 
(according to tradition) Paul and Peter.  

Who was it written to?  
7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ 
 
This much we do know: 
 ӂ 4ÈÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Christians (that is, a house church), not an 
individual or a small group of individuals. 
 Ӄ 4ÈÅÓÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÂÙ ÅÔÈÎÉÃȤ
ity. They had once been Jewish by religion ɀ 
Gentiles would not be tempted to return to 
Judaism (see below ɀ Why was it written?). 
 ӄ 4ÈÅÙ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÅ ɀ they read 
the Bible in Greek, listened to their sermons 
in Greek, and their culture was Hellenistic 
Judaism. 

 
 Ӆ 4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔȟ 
and were now facing it again. 
 ӆ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÐÏÓÔÁÓÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
they had grown apathetic and were fearful 
of persecution. 
 
In 13:24, the author sends greetings from 
ȰÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ )ÔÁÌÙȱȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
have been people originally from Italy who 
were now with the author somewhere else. 
They were sending greeting back to people 
they knew at home. So it is likely that the 
congregation lived in Italy ɀ possibly, in 
Rome itself.  

Introduction  
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Why was it written?  
The congregation had grown apathetic, and persecution was on the horizon. Some had 
abandoned church worship to lie low (10:25). Others were seriously considering returning 
ÔÏ *ÕÄÁÉÓÍȢ *ÕÄÁÉÓÍ ×ÁÓ Á ȰÔÏÌÅÒÁÔÅÄȱ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÍÁÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏȤ
tections and exemptions from idolatrous acts expected of all other peoples. Christianity 
was not. Therefore, when persecution specifically aimed at Christians arose in the time of 
Nero, some Jewish-Christians considered returning to Judaism to avoid suffering. 
 
The author writes 
to warn and to en-
courage. The warn-
ing: a return to Ju-
daism is spiritually 
impossible. God has 
cancelled the old 
covenant. The sys-
tem no longer oper-
ates to save those 
who try to come to 
God through it. The 
encouragement : 
the new covenant is 
better in every way. 
It is a huge improve-
ment on the old ar-
rangement. Staying 
faithful might mean short-term suffering, but the long-term gain far outweighs it. 
 

Why is it important?  
Hebrews is the only document in the New Testament which explains how the new arrange-
ment brought in by Jesus relates to (and replaces) the Old Testament system of law and 
animal sacrifice. 

Introduction  
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Introduction  

A Detailed Summary  
Nero, the mad emperor, was on the throne. 
Persecution was on the horizon once again. 
The congregation had faced persecution 
once before, in the days of Claudius, when 
the Jews were expelled from Rome. They 
had remained faithful to Jesus through in-
sults and violence ɀ even though they had 
lost all they possessed. But fifteen years 
had passed, and in that time they had 
grown lazy, careless, negligent. In view of 
the danger facing them, some were waver-
ing in their faith. It might just be safer if 
they went back to Judaism. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÆÏÏÌÉÓÈȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȢ 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÎÅ× ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÉÎ ÅÆÆÅÃÔȠ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ 
ÉÓ ÏÂÓÏÌÅÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÖÁÌÉÄȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ 
go back, even if you wanted to. But why 
would you want to? The new arrangement 
is better by far. 
 
Ȱ&ÉÒÓÔȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 
covenant. Jesus is greater than all the old 
covenant players ɀ greater than the angels 
who brought the law to humans; greater 
than Moses, the great leader who brought 
Israel out of Egypt; greater than Aaron, the 
first in the line of Levitical high priests. He 
was the divine Son, the uncreated creator 
of everything that is. Only God the Father is  
greater than he is. Because he became a hu- 

man, he experienced weakness, tempta-
tion, suffering and death. He is the perfect 
mediator between God and humans ɀ God, 
because he is divine; humans, because he 
lived their life and is able to sympathize 
with them in their weakness. 
 
Ȱ3ÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄȢ !ÌÌ ÈÕȤ
mans need a priest to offer a sacrifice of 
atonement on their behalf. The old cove-
nant had a serious problem ɀ its priests 
kept dying! Every time a priest died, the 
people were left without access to God. But 
Jesus lives forever, so there is no interrup-
tion to his priestly ministry on behalf of his 
people. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÉÒÄȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅȢ 5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ 
covenant, the Levitical priests sacrificed ani-
mals. The blood of such sacrifices was not 
an adequate basis for the cancellation of 
the guilt of sin. Therefore, forgiveness un-
der the old covenant was technically impos-
ÓÉÂÌÅȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÓ 
never ended ɀ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÏÒËȢ )Ô 
is only when Jesus shed his blood in a sacri-
ficial offering that forgiveness became 
possible. His sacrifice does not need 
to be repeated, because his blood is 
so effective that it has the power to 
atone for all the sins committed in 
the entire history of humanity.   
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Ȱ&ÏÕÒÔÈȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ 
Levitical priests served in an earthly tent set 
up for worship. Even that tent was divided 
into two compartments. The ordinary 
priests carried out their duties in the outer 
compartment. Only the high priest could go 
into the inner compartment, where God 
lived, and only once 
per year. But Jesus car-
ries out his ministry in 
the heavens, in the 
presence of God him-
self. There is no limita-
tion to his access to 
the Father on our be-
half. 
 
Ȱ)Î ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙȟ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ 
announced a new ar-
rangement. It promises 
so much more than 
you enjoyed under the 
old covenant ɀ com-
plete and permanent 
forgiveness of sins, an 
inner principle of spiri-
tual life, and authorization to enter into the 
very presence of God himself.  
 
Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ 
faithful. The doors of heaven are still open. 
Entry is possible for those who respond in  

faith and obedience. But falling short is 
equally possible ɀ in fact, it is likely, given 
your current lazy careless attitude!  
 
Ȱ4×Ï ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÃÏÎÆÒÏÎÔ ÙÏÕȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÓ 
apostasy ɀ turning your back on Jesus for 
the safety of Judaism. You will abandon the 

only adequate sacrifice 
ever offered ɀ the only 
basis God has for can-
celling your debt of sin-
guilt. You should ex-
pect to experience the 
terrifying judgement 
which God reserves for 
his enemies.  
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÉÓ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌȤ
ness. Remember your 
endurance in the days 
of Claudius. Remember 
the heroes of the old 
covenant, and how 
they patiently endured 
suffering while waiting 
for a fulfilment of 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅȢ !ÎÄ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÉÍȤ
self, who also was persecuted ɀ who suf-
fered and died because he had faith in the 
promise of God. If you remain faithful, as 
they did, you will enjoy the fulfillment of 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ 

Introduction  
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Glossary  

Covenant  
An agreement between two parties to govern their behaviour toward one another. It can 
be used of relationships between humans, or of humans with God. 
 
7ÈÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÏÆ Á ÈÕÍÁÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȟ ÉÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ȰÁÌÌÉÁÎÃÅȱȟ ȰÌÅÁÇÕÅȱ ÏÒ 
ȰÔÒÅÁÔÙȱȢ 4ÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÅÄ 
their obligations toward each other. They could be between parties of equal power (parity 
treaty) or between an empire and its vassal state (suzerainty treaty). 
 
Covenants contained the fol-
lowing elements: 
 ӂ ! ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÂÌÉÇÁȤ
tions or duties under the 
covenant 
 Ӄ ! ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ 
curses 
 ӄ !Î ÏÁÔÈ 
 Ӆ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÖÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ɉÏÒ 
gods, where the parties were 
pagan) as a witness 
 
A ceremony would be held in 
which the covenant was 
read, the oath was sworn, 
and sacrificial animals would be dismembered. The act of cutting up the animals symbol-
ized the fate of the party that broke the covenant. 
 
The Bible uses what was originally a concept governing human relationships and applies it 
to the relationship between God and humans. Covenants in the Old Testament were made 
between God and Noah, Abraham and the nation of Israel. The New Testament proclaims 
ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ȰÎÅ× ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȱȢ 
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Glossary  

Old covenant  
Although the Old Testament contains a variety of covenants, the most important was that 
governing the relationship of God and Israel. God selected Israel for a special relationship. 
That relationship was governed by a covenant. Exodus 20-24 describes the initiation of the 
covenant ɀ its terms (Ex. 20-ΤΥɊȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÓ ÔÏ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ɉ%ØȢ ΤΥȡΤΧ-31), the ratification cere-
mony (Ex. 24) and the oath (Ex. 24:3, 7). The rest of the Old Testament law (Exodus, Leviti-
cus, Numbers) fleshes out the requirements of the covenant and the ritual which governed 
worship under that covenant. Deuteronomy is a re-description of the terms of the cove-
nant and a renewal ceremony for a later generation, some 40 years after the first cere-
mony. 
 
Israel, of course, failed to fully keep the terms of the covenant throughout its history. As a 
result, God predicted that he would establish a new covenant with Israel (Jeremiah 31:31-
34) with a new priesthood (Psalm 110:4).  
 

New covenant  
The new covenant was inaugurated by the death and resurrection of Jesus. When he was 
celebrating the Last Supper with his dis-
ciples the night before his crucifixion, he 
passed a cup of wine around the table 
ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÃÕÐ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ 
established by my blood; it is shed for 
ÙÏÕȢȱ ɉ,ÕËÅ ΤΤȡΤΡɊ 
 
The new covenant was not inaugurated 
with a formal ceremony. Still, some of 
the features of the traditional covenant 
can be identified ɀ the commitments of 
both parties, requirements for behav-
iour, blessings and curses, and a sacrifi-
cial death. 
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Glossary  

Levites (Levitical)  
)Î (ÅÂÒÅ×Óȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ,ÅÖÉÔÉÃÁÌȱ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ΩȡΣΣȢ 4ÈÅ Ȱ,ÅÖÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁȤ
ÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄȟ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×Ȣ )Ô ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ,ÅÖÉÔÉÃÁÌȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅȤ
lected only from the tribe of Levi. This tribe served as ministers at the site of Old Testament 
worship ɀ first at the tabernacle, later at the temple. 
 

Priest (and High Priest)  
Out of the tribe of Levi, God chose one 
family to serve as his priests. That family 
was the family of Aaron (brother of 
Moses). In general terms, the priests car-
ried out the sacrificial aspect of the wor-
ship of God ɀ killing animals, sprinkling the 
blood, burning portions of the meat. They 
also played other roles: they blessed the 
people, assessed and treated conditions of 
disease, helped in decision making by in-
quiring of God. 
 
The high priest was the most important 
priest in the Old Testament sacrificial sys-
tem. Only he could perform the annual Day 
of Atonement ritual and carry the blood of 
the sacrifice into the Most Holy Place to 
sprinkle it on the mercy seat. The first high 
priest was Aaron; the position passed from 
Aaron to his oldest male descendent in 
each generation. 
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Glossary  

Sanctuary  
A place sacred to the worship of God. During the Old Testament period, the Israelites had 
Ô×Ï ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ȰÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÉÅÓȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÍÏÖÁÂÌÅ ÔÅÎÔ ɉÃÁÌÌÅÄ Á ȰÔÁÂÅÒÎÁÃÌÅȱɊȟ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÒÅȤ
ated in the time of Moses (around 1,400 BC). The second was the temple, built by King 
Solomon (the third king of Israel) around 950 B.C.  
 

The ęHoly PlaceĚ and the ęMost Holy PlaceĚ 
The Old Testament law required that a set of rituals be carried out in connection with the 
worship of God. These rituals involved animal sacrifice and were carried out by the priests. 

 
The place where these rituals 
were performed was in the 
sanctuary (either the taberna-
cle or the temple). Both sanc-
tuaries were divided into two 
compartments ɀ an outer 
compartment (called the 
Ȱ(ÏÌÙ 0ÌÁÃÅȱɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÎÅÒ 
ÃÏÍÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ɉÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÏÓÔ (ÏÌÙ 
0ÌÁÃÅȱɊȢ   
 
The ordinary daily ritual took 
place in the Holy Place, and 
were carried out by the ordi-
nary priests. 
 

4ÈÅ -ÏÓÔ (ÏÌÙ 0ÌÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ 'ÏÄ ȰÒÅÓÉÄÅÄȱ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȢ !Ó Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ 
of exceptional holiness, and access to it was severely restricted. Once a year, the high 
priest would enter the Most Holy Place with blood to make atonement for the sins of the 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ɉÔÈÅ Ȱ$ÁÙ ÏÆ !ÔÏÎÅÍÅÎÔȱɊȢ .Ï ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÔÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
enter at no other time. 
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Glossary  

Atonement  
The process of restoring a relationship broken by the offense of one party. In the Bible, hu-
mans are alienated from God by sin. Atonement describes the process by which humans 
are reconciled to God. That process involves sacrifice. In the Old Testament, the animal sac-
ÒÉÆÉÃÅÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÁÎÄ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÔÏÎÅÍÅÎÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
cross. When he died on the cross, Jesus bore the punishment due to humans on their be-
half. He satisfied the justice of God by being punished in the place of sinners. In doing so, 
he allowed God to extend forgiveness to sinners and to restore their relationship. 
 
4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÁÔÏÎÅÍÅÎÔȱ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÃÃÕÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÏÆ (ÅÂÒÅ×ÓȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÉÓ 
clearly part of the discussion of the superiority of the sacrifice offered by Jesus in chapters 
9 and 10. 
 

Propitiation  
The removal of wrath by the offering of a sacrifice. 
 
)Î (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó ΤȡΣΩȟ ÉÔ ÓÁÙÓȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ɍ*ÅÓÕÓɎ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÌÉËÅ ÈÉÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ×ÁÙȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, to make propitiation 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ ȰÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÐÒÏÐÉÔÉÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÕÐ Á ÓÁÃȤ
rifice which turns away the wrath of God directed toward his people for their sins. Jesus is 
the high priest who applies the sacrificial blood in the heavenly sanctuary; he is also the sac-
rifice itself. 
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Glossary  

Mediator  
4ÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁÔÏÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÈÏ ȰÓÔÁÎÄÓ ÂÅȤ
Ô×ÅÅÎȱ Ô×Ï ÁÌÉÅÎÁÔÅÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
achieve reconciliation. In Hebrews, Jesus is 
described in three separate verses as the 
mediator of the new covenant (8:6; 9:15; 
10:24). The author does not specifically de-
fine what this role entails. However, it is 
safe to say that it relates to his service as 
high priest on our behalf. As high priest, Je-
sus achieves reconciliation between God 
and humans through three related activi-
ties: 
 ӂ (Å ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÐȤ
resent both parties ɀ he is both God and hu-
man; 
 Ӄ (Å ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÄ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
have an offering of blood to make atone-
ment for the sins of humanity; 
 ӄ (Å ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÓ Á ÈÉÇÈ ÐÒÉÅÓÔȟ ÇÏȤ
ing to God on behalf of humanity. This ser-
vice includes the ritual acts necessary to 
make atonement effective in the heavenly 
tabernacle, and his intercession (i.e. prayer) 
on behalf of his people for their salvation.  
 

Gentile  
Anyone who is not a Jew is a Gentile. 

Apostasy  
Abandoning the Christian faith. 
 
!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÁÐÏÓÔÁÓÙȱ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÃȤ
cur in Hebrews, the book repeatedly warns 
against abandoning the Christian faith. The 
author uses terms like: 
  Drifting away (2:1) 
  Neglecting such a great salvation (2:3) 
  An evil, unbelieving heart that departs 
 from the living God (3:12) 
  Falling away (6:6) 
  Drawing back (10:39) 
  Rejecting the One who speaks (12:25) 
 
The author never explicitly states that the 
Christians are tempted to return to Juda-
ism. However, the entire book is an argu-
ment for the superiority of the new cove-
nant over the old. Therefore, the teaching 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇÓ 
that a return to Judaism would be fatal. 
 

Sabbath  
The Sabbath was the Jewish day of rest 
(corresponding to our Saturday). God mod-
elled Sabbath rest when he created the uni-
verse ɀ he created for 6 days, and rested on 
the 7th. Observing the Sabbath day of rest 
was required of Israel under the old cove-
nant (Exodus 20:8-11; 31:12-16; 35:1-3). 
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Glossary  

ęPerfectĚ 
4ÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó ÔÁÌËÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÏÎȱȢ (Å ÕÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÂ ȰÔÏ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȱȟ ÔÈÅ 
ÁÄÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÕÎ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÏÎȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ 'ÒÅÅË ×ÏÒÄÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ 
ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅ ÉÎÔÏ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȢ -ÏÓÔ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȱ ÆÏÒ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÁÎÙȤ
thing better. 
 

Perfection in Hebrews has nothing to do with moral perfection ð that is, 
complete freedom from sin. Instead, the author uses the words to talk 
about making someone (or something) perfectly suited for something. 
 
Here are some examples: 
 ӂ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ 
(2:10, 5:9) and a perfect high priest (7:28). Jesus needed suffering and death to be made 
suitable for his ministry on behalf of humans. 
 Ӄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÔÁÂÅÒÎÁÃÌÅ ɉÉȢÅȢ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎɊȢ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
presence of God the Father, he is able to more effectively ensure the salvation of his peo-
ple. Ministry in the presence of God is more suitable for the salvation of people than minis-
try in an earthly structure. 
 ӄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÓ ÈÉÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÌÁ× ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ 
achieve (7:11, 19; 9:9; 10:1). Through the priestly ministry and sacrifice of Jesus (10:14), his 
people are made suitable for bold access to the very presence of God (10:19). This was not 
possible under the old covenant. 
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 Glossary  

Judaism  
The Old Testament religion of the Jews. 
 

Hellenistic Judaism  
Alexander the Great built a huge empire in just eleven years, between 334 B.C. and 323 B.C. 
(The empire stretched from Greece to India.) In doing so, he spread the Greek culture and 
language through much of the Mediterranean world and the Near East. Many Jews ad-
mired the significant achievements of Greek civilization - its literary and philosophical 
achievements were unmatched in the ancient world. Yet, the Greek culture was idolatrous 
and polytheistic (worshipping many gods). Hellenistic Judaism was the mixing of Greek cul-
ture and Jewish religion which arose in Jewish communities living outside of Palestine.  
 
The most significant achievement of Hellenistic Judaism was the translation of the Old Tes-
tament into Greek (from the original Hebrew). The Greek Old Testament became the stan-
dard version of the Old Testament utilized by the early church. It allowed the early church 
to evangelize Gentiles, because the Old Testament was available in their language. 
 
Both the author of the book of Hebrews and the congregation addressed were Hellenistic 
Jews. 
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 Hebrews 1:1 Ĕ14  

Jesus is superior to angels  
Under the old covenant, God spoke to his 
people through prophets and angels. But 
when he introduced his new arrangement 
ÆÏÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÕÍÁÎÓ ɉÔÈÅ ȰÎÅ× ÃÏÖÅȤ
ÎÁÎÔȱɊȟ ÈÅ ÓÐÏËÅ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÈÉÓ 3ÏÎȢ 
 
The Son is a far more important person 
than the angels. The Son is eternal and di-
vine. He created everything that exists. He 
is seated at the right hand of the Father 
(the place of authority and power ɀ he is 
ȰÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄȱɊȢ 
 
The angels, by contrast, are nothing but 
servants. They worship the Son and minis-
ter to the needs of his people. 

So Jesus became higher in rank than the angels, just as 
the name He inherited is superior to theirs. (Hebrews 1:4) 

Background: Angels  
The book of Hebrews  begins by arguing 
that Jesus is greater than the angels. But 
why?  What do angels have to do with the 
old covenant? 
 
Angels  are spirits, created to worship and 
serve God. Throughout the Old Testament, 
they served as messengers from God to hu-
mans. In addition,  they protected humans 
from danger  - as in the story of the Daniel 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎȭÓ ÄÅÎ  ɉ$ÁÎÉÅÌ ΨɊ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÃÕÅ ÏÆ 
Jerusalem from the Assyrians (II Kings 19).  
 
)Î ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÅȤ
lief grew among the Jews that  God had de-
livered the Old Testament law through an-
gels. This belief is reflected  in the New Tes-
ÔÁÍÅÎÔ  ÉÎ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ  ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎȤ
ÈÅÄÒÉÎ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΩȡΧΥɊ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
Galatians (3:19).  
 
The author wants to prove that the mes-
senger of the new covenant (Jesus) is 
greater than the messengers of the old 
ɉÁÎÇÅÌÓɊȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÂÙ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÓÕÐÅÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȢ 
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 Hebrews 2:1 -18  

Jesusė humiliation was only temporary (2:5-18)  
'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÍȤ
ise is that everything will be made subject to him (1:13; 2:8). But if this is the case, why do 
we in fact see a world in rebellion against him? Not only that ɀ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÕÍÉÌÉÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
crucified only a few decades earlier? 
 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÈÕÍÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙȢ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ȰÌÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȱ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ 
time because he needed to suffer death on behalf of humans. 
 
Why? Why humiliation, suffering, death? Because suffering and death were necessary to 
ÍÁËÅ *ÅÓÕÓ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȱ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÔÁÓË ÏÆ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÈÕÍÁÎÓȢ .Ï× ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÅÄȱȟ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÆÕÌ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢ 

The first warning (2:1 -4)  
The old covenant was delivered through an-
gels; the new covenant was delivered 
through the Son. God punished humans 
(with physical death) for breaking the first 
ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȢ $ÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
people who neglect the new covenant will 
be punished more severely? 

We must pay even more attention to what we have heard, 
so that we will not drift awayé (Hebrews 2:1) 

But we do see Jesus - made lower than the angels for a short time so 
thaté he might taste death for everyoneé (Hebrews 2:9) 
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 Hebrews 3:1 -6 

Jesus is greater than Moses  
Not only is Jesus is superior to the angels, but he is greater than Moses. Both Moses and 
Jesus served God faithfully in their own generations. Still ɀ Moses was nothing more than a 
human servant, for all his faithfulness. Jesus is the Son. And everyone would agree that a 
son has a higher status in the household than any mere servant. 

Background: Moses  
Some 15 centuries before the time of Jesus, the Jews had been forced into slavery in their 
adopted homeland, Egypt. Moses was born Jewish, but was adopted into an Egyptian 
household. As an adult, he turned his back on his upbringing and identified himself with his 
oppressed people. God used Moses to lead the Jews out of Egypt to the land he had prom-
ised to them - the land of Canaan (i.e. Palestine). 
 
-ÏÓÅÓȭ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ - it also 
marked a brand new relationship between God and humans. God made a covenant with 
Israel. He promised that he would bring the Israelites into Canaan and would live in their 
midst as their God. He laid out the detailed requirements of the covenant - laws which 
would govern behaviour toward God and other humans. The people heard what was re-
quired of them and took an oath to keep the covenant. 
 
Moses played a critical role in this process.  He personally met with God to copy down the 
requirements of the covenant and to receive the blueprints for the tabernacle. He played a 
central role in the early administration of the law. He led Israel until they stood at the very 
edge of the promised land.  
 
As a result, Moses was the most revered figure in Judaism. That is why it was important for 
ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ -ÏÓÅÓ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔȟ ÎÏÔ ÈÉÓ ÅÑÕÁÌȢ 

Moses was faithful as a servant in all Godõs householdé but Christ was 
faithful as a Son over his householdé (Hebrews 3:5-6) 
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 Hebrews 3:7 -4:13  

Background: Israelės refusal to enter Canaan 
After leaving Egypt, it took only a few months for the Israelites to arrive at the borders of 
the land of Canaan. The journey from Mount Sinai took them through the wilderness and 
along the east side of the Jordan River, until they stood across from the promised land it-
self. (This story is told in Numbers 13-14.) 
 
But first, God had the Israelites send spies throughout the land, to check on its fortifica-
tions and to confirm that the land was all that God had promised. When the spies return 
ÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄȡ Ȱ9ÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÁÓ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÁÓ 'ÏÄ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÓÐÉÅÓ ÇÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÅØÁÇÇÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÁÎÁÁÎÉÔÅÓȭ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÆÏÒÔÉÆÉÃÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎÓȢ &ÁÃÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÁÌÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÇÈ ×ÁÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÁÎÔ ×ÁÒÒÉÏÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉÔÅÓȭ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÆÁÉÌÅÄȢ 3ÕÄȤ
denly, the God who worked miracles in Egypt seemed too small to help them conquer Ca-
naan. They refused to enter the land of Canaan and made plans to return to slavery in 
Egypt.  
 
As a punishment, God swore an oath that not one adult from that generation would enter 
the promised land. God forced Israel to wander in the wilderness until every adult in that 
generation died before he gave their children the chance to take what their parents had 
refused. 
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 Hebrews 3:7 -4:13  

So I swore in my anger, 
òThey will never enter my rest.ó (Hebrews 3:11) 

The second warning  
Centuries later, a poet warned his own gen-
eration (in Psalm 95) against making the 
ÓÁÍÅ ÍÉÓÔÁËÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÎÃÅÓÔÏÒÓȢ Ȱ4ÏÄÁÙȟ ÉÆ 
ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȱȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰÄÏÎȭÔ 
ÈÁÒÄÅÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȢȱ  
 
The author of Hebrews, in turn, applies 
both the story and the psalm to his audi-
ence. The congregation has lost confidence 
and faith in God, and so it is considering a 
return to Judaism to avoid persecution. The 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ȰÁÎ ÅÖÉÌȟ ÕÎÂÅÌÉÅÖȤ
ÉÎÇ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȢȱ 
 
They are in grave danger. The Israelites 
stood on the very threshold of the prom-
ised land, and yet failed to enter it. These 
Christians, in a similar way, could miss out 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÔÅÒÎÁÌȱ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ ÒÅÓÔ ɉÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÉÔ Á Ȱ3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ ÒÅÓÔȱ 
because the Sabbath was the day on which 
no work was performed) is open to all who 
obey God because they have faith in his ut-
ter truthfulness and reliability. 

Background: Joshua  
Moses led Israel throughout the 40 years 
of wandering that followed their refusal to 
enter the promised land. But when the 
ÔÉÍÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ȰÔÒÙ ÁÇÁÉÎȱȟ -ÏÓÅÓȭ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ 
drawing to a close. Joshua led Israel across 
the Jordan River to conquer the promised 
land. And this time, Israel put their faith in 
God and rose to the challenge. 
 
So what does Joshua have to do with the 
book of Hebrews? Joshua led the Israelites 
ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÅÓÔȱ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÄ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ancestors centuries earlier - a rest of living 
in their own land, free from foreign oppres-
sion, enjoying the fruits of their labour. But 
that rest was only symbolic of a deeper re-
ality - the possibility of eternal rest, begin-
ning after death. 
 
*ÏÓÈÕÁȭÓ ÒÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ 
ultimate - ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÅÔ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
have challenged his own generation (who 
were living in the promised land) to avoid 
the fatal mistake of their ancestors. 
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 Hebrews 4:14 -5:10  

Though Jesus was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 
After he was perfected, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 

who obey himé (Hebrews 5:8-9) 

A merciful high priest  
Every human needs a priest to go to God on his or her 
behalf. How encouraging it is, then, that we have a 
high priest like Jesus! While he was a human, Jesus ex-
perienced the full range of human suffering ɀ tempta-
tion, sickness, hatred, torture and death. That experi-
ence perfected him for the role of high priest, in three 
ways: 
 ӂ 7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȟ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
sympathize with you. We can come to him in the 
knowledge that he experienced human weakness. 
Ȱ(Å ÉÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ÇÅÎÔÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÉÇÎÏÒÁÎÔ 
and going astray, since he himself is subject to weak-
ÎÅÓÓȢȱ ɉΧȡΤɊ 
 Ӄ (Å ÉÓ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ ÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× 
him. He was faced with a great test ɀ the cross. The 
cross combined hatred, humiliation, physical pain  

and death in one experience. He proved that it is possible to be obedient to God in the face 
of huge obstacles despite our human weakness. 
 ӄ )Ô ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÈÉÍ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ɉÂÌÏÏÄɊ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÏÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȟ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÁÔÏÎÅȤ
ment for their sins.  (This will be discussed more fully in chapters 9 and 10.) 
 
God the Father acknowledged the suitability of his Son (after his death and resurrection) by 
appointing him our high priest. 
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 Hebrews 5:11 -6:12  

For it is impossible to renew to repentance thoseé 
Who have fallen away, becauseé they are recrucifying 

the Son of God and holding him up to contempt. (Hebrews 6:6) 

The third warning  
The most demanding section of the letter is 
just ahead. But is the congregation up to 
the challenge? The author thinks so ɀ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 
why he ultimately proceeds. But first he 
shames them for how careless and lazy 
they have become in applying themselves 
ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÒÕÔÈȢ %ÖÅÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 
solid teaching, the congregation is not as 
spiritually mature as it should be. His hope 
is that they will be motivated to pay careful 
attention and to absorb what is taught. 
 
Before he moves on, he issues his strongest 
×ÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÁÐÏÓÔÁÓÙ ÙÅÔȢ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉȤ
ble to renew to repentance... those who 
ÈÁÖÅ ÆÁÌÌÅÎ Á×ÁÙȢȱ 7ÈÙȩ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÎ ÁÐÏÓÔÁȤ
tizing, they are symbolically re-crucifying 
Jesus. By publicly renouncing their faith in 
Jesus, they are showing the world that they 
believe that he was a fraud ɀ nothing but a 
delusional man. This act of betrayal humili-
ates Jesus in front of a later generation, just 
as he was humiliated in his actual crucifixion 

by those who mocked him there. The fate 
of such a person is the same as a field which 
does not produce a good crop ɀ it is cursed 
and burned. 

Yet the author believes better things about 
the congregation than that. He has seen 
the evidence of their changed lives. More 
importantly, God remembers the good they 
have done. They have a lot going for them. 
But in the end, the only way to attain what 
God has promised is through faith and per-
severance ɀ that is, by diligently acting as if 
God can be believed, right up to the end of 
their lives.  
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 Hebrews 6:13 -20  

Background: Abraham  
Abraham is one of the three most significant figures in the Old Testament (the other two 
are Moses and David).  You can find his story in Genesis 11:31-25:11. 
 
!ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ×ÁÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ "ÁÂÙÌÏÎÉÁÎ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ 5ÒȢ  %ÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÁÄÕÌÔÈÏÏÄȟ ÈÉÓ 
extended family decided to migrate west. Abraham went along, and they ultimately settled 
in the Aramean city of Haran. 
 
God had chosen Abraham to become a central figure in his unfolding plan to rescue hu-
ÍÁÎÉÔÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ  7ÈÙ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȟ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅȩ 7Å ÁÒÅÎȭÔ 
told. But when the call came, Abraham obeyed God. 

Because God wanted to show his unchangeable purpose...  to the  
heirs of the promise, He guaranteed it with an oathé (Hebrews 6:17) 
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 Hebrews 6:13 -20  

Background: Abraham (continued)  
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȟ 'ÏÄ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ×ÁÙÓȢ 
 
First, he called him to leave his extended family and to continue on the westward road to 
the land of Canaan. Abraham obeyed and went to live in Canaan as a nomadic herdsman.  
 
Second, God promised Abraham that he would have a child. The promise came in Abra-
ÈÁÍȭÓ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÁÇÅ - when it was still physically possible.  Abraham waited, but no son came. 
God repeated the promise occasionally and Abraham kept believing. Finally, some 25 years 
after the promise of a child was first made, when it was no longer even physically possible, 
Isaac was born to them. 
 
Third, God promised Abraham that his descendents would possess the land of Canaan. 
Abraham was nothing but a nomadic herdsman, without even a child. It was hard enough 
to believe in one descendent - much less that those descendents would grow to the point 
that they would fill the entire land of Canaan. But Abraham believed God - despite the fact 
that it seemed utterly impossible . 
 
Fourth, God commanded Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. The promised heir was to 
ÄÉÅȦ (Ï× ÃÏÕÌÄ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÒÁÃÌÅ ÏÆ )ÓÁÁÃȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ 
descendents would inherit the land of Canaan? Nevertheless, Abraham obeyed and pre-
pared to sacrifice his son. At the very last moment, God intervened to save Isaac. He pro-
vided a ram to be sacrificed in place of the son. 
 
This was the last and ultimate test - and Abraham had passed. God acknowledged Abra-
ÈÁÍȭÓ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÂÙ ÒÅÁÆÆÉÒÍÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÅÖÅÒ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ - count-
less descendents, the possession of the land of Canaan and the blessing of all of humanity 
through them. In fact, God even swore an oath that all the promises would come true. 
 
/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÕÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÄȢ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ ÄÅÓÃÅÎÄÅÎÔÓ ÄÉÄ ÇÒÏ× ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Israel and came to live in the land of Canaan. Through Israel, the world received Jesus. 
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...so thaté we who have fled for refuge might have strong 
encouragement to seize the hope set before us. (Hebrews 6:18) 

 Hebrews 6:13 -20  

Godės promises are certain 
The congregation is facing persecution for 
their faith. And not just persecution, but 
ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÆÁÃÅ ÉÔ ɀ that is 
going to test your faith. No one will accept 
ÔÅÒÒÉÂÌÅ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ 
firmly convinced that the future benefits 
will far outweigh it. 
 
'ÏÄ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÓȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÁÂÓÏȤ
lutely committed himself to the truthful-
ness of his promise of future blessing. God 
cannot lie, and his word alone should be 
enough. But he knows that oaths are the 
way humans affirm the absolute truthful-
ness of what they are saying, and so he 
does it too ɀ to help us. 
 
Abraham experienced this. God swore an 
oath that he would bless Abraham and give 
him many descendents. Abraham lived to 
see the beginning of the fulfillment of the 
promise ɀ the birth of Isaac. Although Abra-
ÈÁÍ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÉÔȟ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÔÏ 
his word and raised up whole nations from 
Abraham. 

But what does that have to do with these 
Christians? Well, their hope is also based on 
an oath sworn by God. God appointed Jesus 
(with an oath ɀ see Psalm 110:4) to be a 
high priest, to minister on behalf of the 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ - as the per-
fect priest, offering an effective sacrifice, in 
the presence of God the Father - guaran-
ÔÅÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÏÁÔÈ 
is the anchor they need to maintain their 
faith in spite of persecution. 
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 Hebrews 7:1 -10  

Background: Melchizedek  
Melchizedek was both priest and king of the city of Salem in the days of Abraham. He met 
Abraham briefly as Abraham was returning to his home from a battle fought in northern 
Palestine. Melchizedek offered Abraham refreshments (bread and wine) and blessed him 
in the name of God Most High, the Creator. Abraham obviously found that he had a spiri-
tual connection with this priest, because he paid one-tenth (a tithe) of all his plunder to 
Melchizedek. 
 
Almost one thousand years later, David wrote about the appointment of a priest like Mel-
ÃÈÉÚÅÄÅË ÉÎ 0ÓÁÌÍ ΣΣΡȡΦȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,/2$ ÈÁÓ Ó×ÏÒÎ ÁÎ ÏÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÔÁËÅ ÉÔ ÂÁÃËȡ Ȭ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á 
ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȟ ÌÉËÅ -ÅÌÃÈÉÚÅÄÅËȢȭȱ 
 
David looked forward in time and saw that God intended to raise up a new priest ɀ one 
modelled in some way on Melchizedek. Jesus is that future priest. 
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Without father, mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God - he remains a priest 

forever. (Hebrews 7:3) 

 Hebrews 7:1 -10  

A priest like Melchizedek  
The story of Melchizedek is told in Genesis 14. Briefly, the author highlights certain aspects 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÏ× -ÅÌÃÈÉÚÅÄÅË ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄȢ 
 
&ÉÒÓÔȟ ÈÉÓ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅȢ )Î (ÅÂÒÅ×ȟ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȱ 
ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÔÉÔÌÅ ȰËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÐÅÁÃÅȱȢ 
 
Second, Genesis does not speak about his birth or his death. It does not mention anything 
about his ancestors. It is as if he is an eternal figure ɀ one without a beginning or an ending 
to his life. His ministry, therefore, is not subject to the normal limitations of mortality like 
other human priests. 
 
Third, the story depicts him as someone who is greater than Abraham. He blesses Abra-
ham. Abraham acknowledges his spiritual status by paying him a tithe of all the spoils of 
war. 



thereõs no going back... 

 

 

28 

 

For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak, but the oath 
appoints a Son, who has been made perfect forever. (Hebrews 7:28) 

 Hebrews 7:11 -8:6  

A superior priesthood  
In Psalm 110:4, God the Father swore an ir-
revocable oath appointing his Son as a 
priest. But why? Why was it necessary for 
Jesus to become a priest? 
 
The explanation lies in the problems associ-
ated with the old covenant priesthood. The 
Levitical priesthood could not achieve the 
perfection of the people who tried to wor-
ship God through it. The priests kept dying 
ɀ leaving the people of God without some-
one to offer sacrifices of atonement on 
their behalf. The priests had only limited ac-
cess to God ɀ they ministered on earth, and 
could only enter the Most Holy Place once 
each year. The blood of animals offered by 
the Levitical priests was not an adequate 
basis for the forgiveness of sins. The repeti-
tion of sacrifices served only to remind peo-
ple of sin, instead of giving final rest and 
peace to their consciences. 
 
God the Father appointed Jesus as a priest 
to solve these problems. His appointment 

marks the cancellation of a system of 
priesthood which was based on physical de-
scent (and of the law on which it was 
based). Jesus earns his priesthood because 
of the kind of person he is and because he 
ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÅÄȱ ÂÙ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÁÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÏÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔȤ
ment makes Jesus the guarantee of a bet-
ter covenant ɀ that the people of God will 
experience through the priesthood of Jesus 
all the promised blessings of the new cove-
nant. (We will discuss the promised bless-
ings in connection with Hebrews 8:7-13.)  
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For if that first covenant had been faultless, no opportunity would have 
been sought for a second one. (Hebrews 8:7) 

 Hebrews 8:7 -13  

A better covenant  
God and the nation of Israel established a 
covenant relationship at Mount Sinai, 
shortly after the exodus from Egypt 
(around 1,400 B.C.). But Israel was unfaith-
ful to the covenant. Her history was marked 
by idolatry and moral depravity. By the time 
of Jeremiah the prophet (around 600 B.C.), 
God had grown frustrated by the failure of 
his covenant relationship with Israel. 
  
But God did not abandon his intention to 
build a covenant relationship with his peo-
ple. He spoke through Jeremiah about his 
decision to establish a new covenant. The 

promises associated with this new cove-
nant were: 
 ӂ 4ÈÅ ÒÅ-establishment of a covenant rela-
tionship ɀ God would be their God and they 
would be his people. 
 Ӄ 4ÈÅ ÌÁ× ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÂÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÎ ÅØȤ
ternal written document, but a living princi-
ple governing their behaviour from inside. 
 ӄ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÌ ȰËÎÏ× 'ÏÄȱ ɀ they 
would experience a living, vital relationship 
with God. 
 Ӆ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ 
cancellation of the guilt of sin that was im-
possible under the old covenant. 
 
As the author points out, if there was noth-
ing wrong with the first covenant, God 
×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȢ "ÕÔ 
there was something wrong ɀ not just with 
the people, but with the covenant itself. It 
ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ 
could faithfully keep covenant. Because he 
found fault with the old, he foretold the 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Ȣ Ȱ!ÎÄ ÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 
ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅȟȱ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÉÓ 
ÏÂÓÏÌÅÔÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÏÏÎ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÅÁÒȢȱ 
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 Hebrews 9:1 -10  

The earthly sanctuary and its ministry  
Before describing the ministry of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary, the author briefly de-
scribes the arrangements for ministry in the earthly tabernacle. The layout of the taberna-
cle and the priestly duties which took place in it would have been familiar to the congrega-
ÔÉÏÎ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÒÉÅÆÌÙȢ 
 
He lists the contents of the tabernacle (9:2-5). Then he reminds the congregation that ac-
cess to the Holy of Holies (or Most Holy Place) was strictly limited. The Holy Place was the 
area in which the priests carried out their day to day ministry. But only the high priest could 
enter the Most Holy Place, and only on one day of the year ɀ the Day of Atonement. He ap-
peared before God with blood to make atonement for the sins of the people. 
 
The veil that kept humans out of the Most Holy Place symbolized all that was wrong with 
the old covenant. The ministry of the priests in the earthly sanctuary dealt only with exter-
ÎÁÌ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÐÕÒÉÔÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÌÅÁÎÓÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ ÃÏÎȤ
science of the guilt of sin. As a result, humans had no access to the presence of God. 
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The Holy Spirit was making it clear that the way into the  
Holy of Holies had not yet been disclosed while the  
first tabernacle was still standing. (Hebrews 9:8) 

Hebrews 9:11 -10:18  

The old covenant law prescribed a system 
of worship in which the individual elements 
ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÍÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÌÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÃÔÕÁÌȟ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ 
effective solution to the problem of human 
sin.  Worship took 
place in a tent 
which was mod-
elled on the heav-
enly temple. Sinful 
and mortal human 
priests repre-
sented the sinless 
and immortal Son 
of God. The blood 
of animals pic-
tured the power-
ful and effective 
blood of Jesus, 
shed on the cross. 
 
Unfortunately, it 
×ÁÓ Á ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÉÎÃÁÐÁÂÌÅ ÏÆ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÎÇȱ ÔÈÅ 
worshippers who came to God through it 
(10:1). It offered limited access to God. 
Priests would die and sacrifice would be in-

terrupted by war and exile. Sacrifices of 
atonement involving the blood of animals 
were inadequate, and could not offer any-
thing more than a temporary physical clean-

sing from the de-
filement of sin 
(9:9,13; 10:4). For-
giveness was 
technically impos-
sible under the 
old covenant. 
God did permit 
the worshippers 
of the old cove-
nant to achieve 
the perfection 
available under 
the new covenant 
(11:40) - however, 
it happened only 
after their death. 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÔÏÎÅÍÅÎÔ 
not only for the sins occurring after his 
death, but for sins committed under the old 
covenant (9:15). 

The old covenant was only a shadow, not the reality  



thereõs no going back... 

 

 

32 

 

In the greater and more perfect tabernacle he entered the Holy of 
Holies once for all by his own bloodé (Hebrews 9:11-12) 

A better place of ministry  
Under the old covenant, the priests had 
very limited access to God. Only the high 
priest could enter the Most Holy Place 
(where God dwelt), and he could only enter 
once each year (on the Day of Atonement). 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
problems. He has unlimited access to God 
the Father. He uses that access to intercede 
on behalf of the new covenant people, 
thereby ensuring their salvation (7:25). 
 
In addition, Jesus was able to apply the 
blood of the new covenant in the heavenly 
sanctuary. Sacrifice alone is not enough for 

atonement. The blood must be applied to 
the altar to complete the purification proc-
ess (see Leviticus 16:15). This is because hu-
man sin defiles the sanctuary in which the 
priest ministers (Leviticus 16:16). In some 
×ÁÙ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ 
of Hebrews suggests that defilement from 
human sin had infected even the heavenly 
sanctuary (Hebrews 9:23). The sacrifice of 
animals on earth was totally inadequate to 
ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȢ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÉÎÔÏ 
the heavenly sanctuary with his own blood 
allowed for the purification of the heavenly 
sanctuary. When Jesus applied the blood of 
the new covenant to the heavenly altar, 
atonement was complete. 

Hebrews 9:11 -10:18  

Background: Purification under the Old Covenant  
Under the old covenant, purification from sin was achieved through animal sacrifice. In Le-
ÖÉÔÉÃÕÓ Φȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÉÎÇ Á ȰÓÉÎ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȱ ÁÒÅ ÌÁÉÄ ÏÕÔȢ )Æ Á ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÔ 
large sinned, a bull was sacrificed - a very valuable animal. Other individuals were required 
to sacrifice a goat. In Numbers 19, the Israelites were commanded to offer a heifer as a sin 
ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÓÈÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ȰÈÏÌÙ ×ÁÔÅÒȱ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÕÒÉȤ
fication ceremonies. 
 
Such purification was only outward and symbolic. These rituals could not provide purifica-
ÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÉÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÓÉÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÏÒÅÓÈÁÄÏ×ÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÕÌÄȢ 
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A better sacrifice  
Sin can be described using a variety of 
metaphors. One of the most important sees 
sin as defilement. To sin is to become im-
pure, dirty, unclean. The defilement of sin 
can be removed only by the shedding of 
blood (9:22). Defilement is an impediment 
to worship. It weighs on the conscience of 
the worshipper (9:9,14; 10:22) and makes 
ÈÉÍ ÕÎ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȢ 
 
The sacrifices of the old covenant offered 
nothing more than a temporary physical 
cleansing from the defilement of sin. Ani-
mal blood cannot take away the inner 
moral defilement which prevents humans 
from approaching God (10:4). More impor-
tantly, animal blood applied to an earthly 
altar had no power to purify the heavenly 
sanctuary (see previous section). 
 
As a result, the new covenant is based on a 
better sacrifice. Jesus was God in human 
flesh. He lived an utterly sinless life, and of-
fered his body freely as a sacrifice in obedi-
ence to the will of his Father. As a result, 
the blood of Jesus is effective to cleanse 

the people of God (those who lived under 
the old covenant and those who live under 
the new) of all the defilement of their sins. 
7ÉÔÈ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÅÄȱ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÅÎȤ
ter boldly into the presence of God in wor-
ship. 
 
So sufficient and final is this sacrifice that it 
never needs to be repeated. The sacrifices 
of the old covenant were offered daily ɀ a 
clear indication that they were weak and 
ineffective (10:11). But Jesus had to offer 
himself in sacrifice only once. His sacrifice 
and priestly work complete, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. God has for-
given the sins of his people once and for all. 
They have no further need for sacrifice. 

Hebrews 9:11 -10:18  

According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, and  
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. (Hebrews 9:22) 
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Hebrews 9:11 -10:18  

A covenant is legally effective only on the basis of dead bodies, since it 
is never in force while the covenanter lives. (Hebrews 10:16) 

Background: The Creation of a Covenant  
Hebrews 9:15-22 is one of the most challenging passages in the book of Hebrews. 
 
The Greek word ɿʅɻʃʙʆʂ ɉÐÒÏÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ȰÄÅÅ-ah-thay-ËÁÙȱɊ ÉÓ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅÄ ÉÎ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ΣΧȟ ΣΨȟ ΣΩȟ ΣΪ 
ÁÎÄ ΤΡȢ )Î ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ȰÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȱ ÉÎ (ÅÂÒÅ×ÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ 
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ΣΧ ÁÎÄ ΣΪȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÐÅÁË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȱ ɉÔÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÏÖÅȤ
ÎÁÎÔɊȢ 6ÅÒÓÅÓ ΣΨ Ǫ ΣΩ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȢ 2ÏÕÇÈÌÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÁÄȡ Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ Á ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ 
[is], it is necessary for the death of the covenanter to be announced. For a covenant is valid 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÁÄ ɍÔÈÉÎÇÓɎȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔÅÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ "ÕÔ ÈÏ× 
can a covenant require the death of the covenanter to be in force? Because these verses 
are so difficult to understand in terms of covenant making, most translations switch to an-
other possible meaning for ɿʅɻʃʙʆʂ - Ȱ×ÉÌÌ ÏÒ ÔÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȱȢ 
 
But covenant ratification ceremonies always involved dead bodies - the bodies of dismem-
bered animals. When God made a covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15, Abraham cut up a 
number of animals. Animal sacrifice was also an essential part of the inauguration of the 
old covenant at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 24) - a fact pointed out in Hebrews 9:18-21. The dismem-
berment of animals may have symbolized the violent death that the covenanter would suf-
fer if he were to break the terms of the covenant. In making a covenant, the covenanter 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ȰÄÉÅÄȱȢ 
 
If this understanding is correct, the sense of verses 15-ΣΪ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅȡ Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ×ÁÓ ÏÆȤ
fered for sins committed under the old covenant. As a general rule, the covenanter must 
ȰÄÉÅȱ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ - covenants are only in force when a death occurs. 
(Jesus died as a substitute for the covenanter, just as the animals did in the old covenant.) 
4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÈÙ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÁÕÇÕÒÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÌÏÏÄȣȱ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
is not without its problems, it does offer one plausible understanding of a difficult passage. 
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Hebrews 10:19 -39  

If we deliberately sin after receiving the knowledge of the truth, 
 there no longer remains a sacrifice for sinsé (Hebrews 10:26) 

Background: Defiant or Deliberate Sin  
5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ȰÓÉÎ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇÓȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÎȤ
dividuals to make atonement for their sins. However, these sin offerings were only avail-
ÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ȰÕÎÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌȱ ÓÉÎÓȢ )Æ Á ÓÉÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ȰÄÅÆÉÁÎÔÌÙȱȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ 
was to be excommunicated from the nation of Israel (Numbers 15:30-31). 
 
3Ï ×ÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÄ Á ȰÄÅÆÉÁÎÔȱ ÓÉÎȩ 4ÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÏÆ .ÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÁÙȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓ 
ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒȡ ÈÅ ÉÓ ȰÂÌÁÓÐÈÅÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,/2$ȱȟ ȰÄÅÓÐÉÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
,/2$ȭÓ ×ÏÒÄȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄȱȢ )Î ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÒÅȤ
jecting the covenant. Because he rejects the covenant to which the nation of Israel is com-
mitted, he is exiled from the nation. He no longer has access to the sacrifices offered for 
sin under the covenant. As a result, his guilt cannot be removed, because he no longer has 
access to the covenant sacrificial system through which atonement could be made. 


